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Oh yes, I had days when I couldn’t find my dining room table under 
all my paper scrapping supplies. It seemed the mess would take 
months to clean up and I procrastinated for weeks before putting 
away my supplies. Those were the days when my children were 
young and we learned to scrapbook together. Each trip to my 
local scrapbook store was intimidating, even painful at times. 
Any paper that I liked was too expensive, elements we hand picked 
to match were overpriced, and the tools were beyond what my 
budget allowed. These are some of the reasons that paper scrap-
booking only occurred in my home a few times a year. My friends 
sang praises of the latest and greatest cutting tools and adhesives 
they found on sale. One friend even admitted to me that she had 
spent thousands of dollars on her scrapbooking addiction, but 
hardly ever used anything she had purchased. I tried, really tried 
to like paper scrapbooking, but I just couldn’t get very excited about 
such an expensive, messy and chore-like hobby.

Then one day, it hit me like a brick wall… I had been digitally 
scrapping for years and never even realized it. Making layouts with 
photos and journaling was something I had already been doing with 
my computer, never realizing that I was scrapbooking. I had been 
trying to preserve my family’s history for my children and always 
felt more comfortable on a computer rather than paper and pen. 
While searching online for a pattern to make paper with, I stumbled 
upon something fantastic - a dedicated digital scrapbooking site. 
That was the day I knew I had found what I had been looking for so 
long… a digital home. I signed up in the online forum, downloaded 
my very first kit, took my first tutorial, and participated in my first 
challenge. I was instantly hooked - I didn’t sleep for weeks. 
I made friends around the world and found the help and support 
that I needed. For me, the transition from paper scrapping to digital 
scrapping was natural and a very welcome change. 

For others, there are plenty of reasons to transition to digital 
and an even easier way. For most paper lovers, “Hybrid” may 
be the next logical step. Printing digital papers and elements 
to create layouts is a great way to learn your way to digital. All the 
items you are used to with paper scrapping are now available in digital 
form. There are digital kits which include papers, ribbons, frames, 
flowers, etc. as well as paper packs, element packs, and other supplies, 
similar to paper scrapping. You will be happy to know it’s easy to make 
your layouts look like they are three-dimensional by using shadows. 
Fonts and alphas are some of the greatest tools for digital scrapbookers, 
and they make journaling and titling a breeze.

Photo manipulation and enhancement may be the most fabulous thing 
about going digital. Blending photo edges, changing colors, smoothing 
out blemishes, and running actions to turn your photos into art are the 
ultimate tool for scrapbooking. I love to use selective coloring on my 
photos, giving my layouts a vintage look. There are just so many ways 
you can personalize the look you want with your photos. I love 
clipping my photos to a shape instead of cropping them. This is easy 
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to do with templates - another great transitioning tool. Think of 
all the scrapbooking sketches you have seen – now what could 
be easier than having a digital sketch already made for you? 
Templates take most of the work out of digital scrapping, which 
can make the transition quicker and easier. 

Here are a few things that will also make your transition easier:
1. Find out what software you already have and use it. This 
could be Photoshop, Photoshop Elements, Gimp, 
Digital Imaging Pro, Paint Shop Pro, or any number 
of programs used to edit photos. Software that enables 
layers really does make digital scrapping easier.

2. Learn how to use your existing software by taking the 
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take them to be printed professionally. I have even uploaded my 
pages to places online and had them mailed to me. There are many 
ways to print your digital scrapbooks.

8. Blogging is a great way to share your layouts online with 
friends and family, as well as posting them to social networking 
sites.

Once your transition is complete, you will realize that digital 
scrapbooking is the “green” way to scrap. You will save money 
on supplies, save gas by not making trips to purchase those 
supplies, and you will be saving trees. Taking digital photos 
saves so much paper, because you can delete the photos you 
don’t like and don’t have to print anything until your layout 
is finished. The time spent scrapping on your computer will 
not use nearly as much energy as you think. And you will love 
yourself for becoming so earth-friendly!

The list of reasons to “Go Digital” is so long, you will 
certainly find a great reason to transition. Whatever your 
reason is for making the transition, rest assured you are 
not alone. This digital obsession encompasses thousands 
of like-minded scrappers worldwide and has indeed made 
the world a smaller place. If you have already made the 
transition from paper to digital, then you are ready to 
help convert your friends. Just show them this article!

tutorials that came with the program or find one online for free. 
Play with your software and photos to get more familiar 
with the tools.

3. Look through your paper scrapbooks and make a list of what 
you like and don’t like about the papers, elements, textures, 
layouts, frames, and photos you used before. If you like the look 
of your paper layouts, you will be surprised how easy it is to 
duplicate the look digitally.

4. If you have a lot of photos, you might want to get a scanner 
or have your photos professionally scanned and put on CD’s. 
If you have a digital camera, you are already one step closer to 
going completely digital.

5. Find an online digital scrapbooking community that fits your 
needs and register to be a member. Look through the forums and 
gallery to find inspiration and challenges to get you started. 
Download the freebies they offer and save them to a folder on your 
hard drive specifically created for your digital scrapbooking 
supplies. You will need to make this folder easy for you to find.

6. Get yourself a PayPal account for when you are ready to 
purchase your first digital scrapbooking kits, papers, elements, 
and templates.

7. If you are planning to print your layouts, you will 
need to have a color printer, or save them to a disk to 
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