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There are many ways to make your photo seem like
it just “pops” right out of the layout, or even draws 
your eye directly to it first. After all, your photo is the 
main objective in most layouts and the whole reason 
we scrapbook.

Let’s start with the photo itself. What is the object of 
your photo? If it’s a face, let’s bring the light into the 
eyes and make them the standout feature. If the eyes
in your photo do not already have “catchlights”, you 
can fake it using the dodge/burn tools in Photoshop. 
Zoom into the photo and choose the dodge tool and 
choose highlights for the range. Set the exposure to 
around 3-5 and the hardness to “0”. Make sure the size 
of your brush is small enough to fit in the iris of the eyes. 
Just click a few times and then zoom out to see the 
desired effect. Don’t go overboard, just enough to 
make a subtle difference.

Selective coloring is a great way to show off any parts
of the photo you want highlighted. Make a copy of the 
photo layer and select the top layer to change it to 
black and white or sepia. Then, using the magic wand
tool, select the areas you want to stay the original color 
and erase them from the top layer. This is most effective when 
the original color is not muted.
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Cropping your photo to just the part you want noticed is one of the 
best ways to make your photo the star of your layout. Try cropping it
close up with not a lot of the background showing. It’s a fresh way to 
use photos in your layouts. Combine this cropped photo with another 
technique, such as selective coloring or using a filter.

Filters and actions are some 
of my favorite things to use on 
my photos. Most filters and actions 
can be expensive, though. I love using 
the free actions available online, such as 
Pioneer Woman’s Action Set 1and Virtual 
Photographer filters by OptikVerve Labs. Play around 
with these to get the look you want - just make sure to not write 
over your original photo! The best way to do that is when you are 
making your layout, drag the photo onto the layout 
and close the original photo file. Then, make the changes to your 
photo inside the layout file.

Last, but certainly not least, is to “extract” your photo to make it look like 
it was cut out of the original print. This last technique has gained 
tremendous popularity recently and the layout galleries are full of 
unique and fabulous examples. I use the magnetic lasso tool to extract 
my photo, zooming in to clean up the edges after extraction. Not only 
does extracting make your photo “pop,” it draws your eyes to it first, 
always putting the focus on what’s most important… your precious 
memories.

Joy Kuoha is a freelance writer, graphic designer, and a 
computer programmer. She works from home designing 
digital scrapbooking supplies. In her spare time, she enjoys 
photography, travel, gardening and spending time with her 
5 children and 3 grandchildren.
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