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Are You Ready to Start Designing?
by Joy Kuoha

Are you ready to start designing?
 - how do you know?
 - what does it take?

most digiscrappers enjoy creating treasured memories 

out of photos by making layouts. If you have been digitally 

scrapping for while and have an abundance of layouts to 

show for it, you are probably like me and spend hours and 

hours of your precious time on your computer. we all have 

our favorite software programs, and after months of trial 

and error, we are getting pretty good at using all the tools 

and actions to help us accomplish our scrapping goals. 

But…how many times have you found yourself tweaking 

papers or elements to your liking? how many digital items 

or kits have you created on your own? If you are like me, 

you want to share your new creations with the world!

oK, so now you may be wondering if your creations would 

be liked and accepted by other scrappers, and you may 

already have shared some of your digital goodies on 

your blog. how do you know when you are ready to take 

the plunge into designing? let’s go over a few points of 

advice to help you decide if you are ready to make the 

commitment and turn this hobby into a business.

Learn your software. If you are not already a graphic 

designer, there is a learning curve to any designing 

program. There are many great online tutorials and classes 

you can take to become proficient at using your program. 

Practice is the only way to learn the skill of designing.

Make yourself a good looking blog. remember, 

when potential customers see your blog, they will be 

looking at your idea of a nice design and equate that with 

your products. In my opinion, the less “busy” your blog 

is with color and graphics, the easier it is to read, and the 

more visually appealing it will be. Don’t forget to keep up 

on your blog posts and make sure to visit other designers 

and scrapper’s blogs to leave lots of comments; this is 

what networking is all about.

Keep a calendar. If you truly want to succeed at 

designing, you will have to have a hard copy calendar on 

your desk to keep important deadlines, events, sales, etc., 

so you won’t get behind and miss out on anything. mark 

off blocks of time on certain days to allow for designing, 

making previews, uploading, making ads, banners and 

blinkies, etc. If you don’t make time on your schedule, 

things will fall through the cracks.

You will also need a binder for information. I keep 

mine organized by store. each store I sell at has its own 

section where I keep all the information for uploading to 

the sites, usernames and passwords, contracts, etc. This 

is imperative to your success, so stay organized. Tracking 

the products you have in each store along with the sales 

trends is also helpful. Keep running records of the kits and 

other designs you have made. make a section for each 

item you design on its own page with details and credits. 

you need to keep track of any cu items used and your 

current Tous. This comes in handy later on. 

Be selective. Don’t apply to design for every store that 

has an open designer call. choose your stores carefully 

by checking them out first. Go to their forums and scroll 

down to the bottom to see how many members they have. 

check out the items in the store and each of the designer’s 

styles. apply at the stores that carry the styles you enjoy 

and the people you enjoy. Just send an email and ask if 

they are hiring—you might be surprised!

If this didn’t scare you off, then go for it and make sure 

to have fun. we do this because it’s a happy and uplifting 

feeling to create something that others also see as beautiful!
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To help you out in your decision, I 

asked some current designers “how 

did you know when you were ready to 

take this hobby to the next level and 

start designing?” and this is what they 

had to say: 

RandiOh: “I knew it was time to 

start designing when I was creating 

my own elements instead of using 

the kit items! my graphic design and 

interior design background helped 

fuel my artistry and creativity. I fell 

into digiscrapping by way of a “mom” 

forum and soon after decided this 

was for me.” 

Barb Speck: “after working on a 

kit for a magazine design contest, I 

fell in love and have been designing 

ever since. of course the kit I and 

others did was awful and thankfully 

I’ve learned a lot more about 

designing!! That was back in 2003 

and like others there wasn’t much 

out there so you learned to design 

it yourself and I wanted to use my 

designs on my cards and altered art.”

Heather Manning: “one of my 

friends talked me into it. :o) She 

meant just my templates that I was 

giving away, but I started playing 

around with designing kits. hind site 

being 20/20, I think I started too early 

with kits. Looking at my first kits, my 

new stuff has come a long way, but 

we all grow as we learn more, right? 

No really though, my first couple of 

kits I now hide in the digital closet and 

don’t bring out ever. lol”

Kim Hill: “well, since I’ve been 

doing this for 5 years, I started 

designing right from the start since I 

had no idea there were places to buy 

elements that were already made. at 

that time, I think there were only a 

couple shops in business and I didn’t 

find them till I was well underway with 

designing and selling.”

Laura Burger: “I started fairly 

early after starting to scrap digitally. I 

just started playing and on a whim I 

submitted to the site I was hanging out 

on. I was shocked when I was picked 

up and 5 years later I am still designing. 

I have always been some type of artsy 

type of person and digital allows me to 

stay creative at any moment.”

Missy’s Bits: “I entered a design 

competition just to see if I could. That 

was last July; I’ve been there ever since. 

That first kit was terrible! But, I learned a 

lot and learn something new every week. 

I love to design as much as I love to 

scrap and haven’t looked back!”

Marci (Hot Flash Designs): “I 

scrapped for years, happily, doing my cT 

thing and making pages for my family 

to enjoy. I started designing QPs for 

sale last year. finally, something one of 

my designers, lawanna Desjardin, said 

pushed me over the edge into designing.”

WendyPage: “I knew it was time 

when I became more interested in 

making my own items rather than 

scrapping! I love learning new things 

and the challenge designing brings!”

Thena: “I was asked by Pccrafter 

to write articles for them about 6 

years ago. I was creating things 

for myself and took some of them 

to cha to show one of the owners 

of Pcc and they asked me to do 

(my version) of kits for them. They 

were done in a realistic style using 

antiques, etc which would now 

probably be called quick pages. 

Then I started creating things for 

Bluegrass Publishing once my first 

book or two came out. 

eventually I wanted to see if (as a 

person who can’t draw a straight 

line) I could actually draw little 

elements (and elephants):-) with 

my mouse. I’m still learning how to 

do those things and love sharing 

them as freebies on my blog and 

as “Digital Doodles” on  www.

scrapbooknewsandreview.com.”

CreativeChaos: “I knew it was time to 

start designing my own kits when I spent 

more time altering the downloads to suit 

my needs and creating elements that I 

was looking for and couldn’t find. For the 

longest time I designed only for myself 

and then people started asking me 

where I got the kit or certain elements 
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and I realized that maybe I should offer 

downloads of the stuff I made.”

Nancy (growliesgirl): “My first 

attempt at designing was for an element 

challenge at Scrapmommies, back when 

I first discovered digital scrapbooking. 

I created two pieces of paper, a ribbon 

and a buckle, and I was ecstatic with 

them! It didn’t take me long to realize 

I wanted to learn how to make things 

myself rather than buy them, so I started 

absorbing every tutorial and magazine 

article I could get my hands on to learn 

the techniques. Three years later, I’m still 

loving it and still learning!”

Lindsay Jane: “I always wanted 

to learn how to use Photoshop. 

Scrapbook designing gave me a 

reason to try and master it!”

zakirahzakaria: “I was in my second 

year of degree in graphic Design when 

I decided to take this hobby to the 

next big level (started digiscrapping 

6 months before that), so it was a 

natural shift for me as a scrapper to a 

designer, although it wasn’t an easy 

one I must say. Being a designer, I’ve 

learned a lot more than I would have 

as a graphic student, mainly because 

I’m more passionate and exposed 

to the different and more meaningful 

art than I’ve seen before. Digital 

scrapbooking has really changed 

my view on art and design. It’s not 

anymore just about creating the most 

innovative advertisements to impress 

your lecturers and fellow classmates. 

It’s about finding the meaning of 

your subject and conveying it on 

your designs. Designing is a lot more 

meaningful to me now, because I’ve 

found the joy of doing it.”

Nicole Seitler: “I had been a 

paper scrapper for four years when I 

happened upon a free digital kit one 

night while browsing the internet. It 

forever changed my life because until 

that point I had never really given any 

thought to the fact that there were real 

people and designers behind the pretty 

papers that I loved to collect. and I 

suddenly released that if I learned the 

ins and outs of Photoshop, I could be 

making pretty papers, too. I was bitten 

by the bug and that’s the moment I 

decided to “take it to the next level.”

Charlen49: “Six years ago my 

partner introduced me to Photoshop. 

I had no clue so I googled tutorials 

and then happened across digital 

scrapbooking. Then, almost a year 

ago, through scrapbooking challenges 

I happened across the color design 

challenge by KimB at DSo and the rest 

is history...been designing ever since.”
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