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from the desk ofget scrapping

Telling the story of your family history 
is one of the greatest gifts you can give 
to your children and grandchildren. There 

are many ways to document your family history 

and scrapbooking is one of the best. When you 

create layouts with photos of your ancestors, 

you can actually bring them to life right on the 

page by adding scanned items from their past. 

But the best way to make their story shine is 

through your journaling.

Always start planning your layouts in advance 

with these easy steps:

1. Find photos of the family member(s) you 

want to showcase. Scan these photos into 

digital files and perform needed repairs before 

you add the photos to your layout. If you need 

a tutorial on how to repair old photos, check 

HERE to find a tutorial for your software.

2. Try to include some things that belonged 

to your family members such as newspaper 

clippings, tickets, passports and historical 

documents.  Simply scan and add to your 

layout. These personal items are part of what 

brings them to life on the page.

3. Ask your living relatives if they have any 

genealogy, life histories, documents or stories 

that have been passed down about this 

ancestor. Gather all the information you can 

find and start your journaling. Try to include 

something about their immediate family 

members, vocation, travels and a funny story 

so your children’s children will feel connected to 

their past. Don’t forget to add names and dates!

4.  Find a color palette that will look good with 

the photos and scanned items. If your photos 

are black and white, try using brightly colored 

kits to bring out the photos. If the photos have 

sepia tones, stay in the neutrals and add just 

a punch of color that will give your layout an 

authentic feel. Your layout shouldn’t have to look 

old fashioned but with a little help from photo 

filters, glass plate negatives and other photo 

filter products, it can look more authentic.

Once your planning is complete, start creating 

your layouts with the story in mind. If your 

ancestor achieved great things, make several 

pages to highlight their life. Creating an album 

filled with layouts of your ancestors will 

complete your family story as far as you want 

it to go. Keep the story flowing by recording 

your own life history and assemble a keepsake 

treasure chest.

If you don’t have a clue where to start with your 

own family history, try this fun project: a Family 

Questionnaire book.   One of my favorite things 

to read are the books my sister makes every 

year of our family. Every Thanksgiving dinner, 

she passes out a new sheet of questions. She 

then takes each person’s photo and makes a 

book filled with everyone’s pages and gives 

them to us as Christmas gifts. 

These books are inexpensive and simply 

photocopied and stapled together. They include 

one page per person with their photo and name 

at the top and all their answers to her annual 

questionnaire. This is an easy way to record your 

current family history and the gift keeps on giving 

every year.

I challenge you to start bringing your ancestors to 

life this year.  Start with the one relative of whom 

you have the most photos and information about 

and start creating your family history!
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